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Comparison between Statues of Victorious Youth and Lansdowne Herakles
For many years, artists have been developing objects based on various historical contexts, styles, and most significantly, the message that the artist desires to communicate through a sculpture. The learning of objects includes visual and critical analysis of paintings, sculptures, and architecture among others used for either beauty or decoration. This paper focuses to visually analyze two objects; the Victorious Youth from the Greek culture and Hercules (Lansdowne Herakles) from the Roman culture. However, the two works of art are stored at the J. Paul Getty museum, at California in the United States of America. Research shows that both sculptures were made almost during the same period and carry a lot of heritage and history. Intently, this paper explains on both the formal element and perspective of the sculptures considering their visual similarities and differences they portray in regards to post, facial expression, muscle and heroism. 
 To start with, the Victorious Youth statue is made of bronze and showcases a naked male youth. The sculpture basically portrays a young man with a charming athletic body. A close look at the post of the body, it is notable that the individual stands effortlessly and has one of his elegantly angled. The young man depicted in the sculpture has one raised hand which seems to hold up his head. Particularly, his right hand is raised to the emerald crown on his head. Considering the posture of the sculpture, it is easy to conclude that the artist intended to showcase one who was in celebration. In addition, a close view of the facial expression of the sculpture reveals that it has a detached expression which can be attributed to a possible honor of a triumphant athlete. The victorious Youth has an attractive, muscular body. The chest and the abdomen are clearly separated by well curved muscles which show that the Victorious Youth must be a hero in what he did.  
A combination of the posture of the sculpture, his facial expression and body stature, it is evident that the victorious youth was really a hero in his occupation. As he stands, much of his weight rests on the right leg, a show of heroism. In addition, on his head, he has an olive wreath which according to the Greece culture, it was a prize for conquerors in Olympic Games. This is a clear indication that the youth was a victorious athlete and simply, a hero in that area. 
On the other hand, Lansdowne Herakles portrays almost same characteristics as the Victorious youth although they significantly different in one way or another. Considering their standing position of Lansdowne Herakles, one will notice that just like the victorious youth, he is a visibly strong, naked young man. Similarly, as he stands, much of his weight rests on the right leg. Unlike the victorious youth sculpture which is made of bronze and some inlaid copper, the Lansdowne Herakles is purely made of marble. Although a close focus at the face of Lansdowne Herakles shows a much more serious face as compared to that of the Victorious youth, there is a close similarity between the two. Just like the victorious youth, Lansdowne Herakles has a detached expression too, a clear indication of some commemoration of victory too.  
Heroism in the victorious youth is evident based on the olive garland on his head. However, a clear depiction of heroism is also evident in Lansdowne Herakles but in a different way. He stands with stamina and carries a club on his left shoulder as he holds a lion skin in the right hand. The sculpture is a clear representation of a hero as it can be concluded that he used the club to kill the lion a pill of its skin. Although there can be more assumptions of heroism on the victorious youth because it is not quite clear, it is quite evident in Lansdowne Herakles. The object Lansdowne Herakles holds help in identifying his character because even in the Greek culture, Herakles was always depicted with the same objects which he used to kill the Nemean Lion as his first work. Comparing both the victorious youth and Lansdowne Herakles, there are obvious differences in stature and physique. The Lansdowne Herakles showcases a youthful man with more muscular and lean build body than that of the Victorious youth. The victorious youth, however, reveals a slightly thinner and less muscular body. On Lansdowne Herakles there is a lot more emphasis on his bodily appearance because much detail is concentrated into his strong physic. Lansdowne Herakles is also much bigger than the victorious youth. In addition, unlike the victorious youth who appears to crown himself with a wreath, much detail seems to have been put into Lansdowne Herakles’ hair and beard based on the Greek culture. 
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